What to Do Before a
Flood
Know types of flood risk in your area. Visit FEMA’s Flood Map Service Center for
information.
Purchase or renew a flood insurance policy. It typically takes up to 30 days for a policy
to go into effect and can protect the life you've built. Homeowner’s policies do not
cover flooding. Get flood coverage under the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP).
Elevate the water heater, electric panel and other utilities in your home if you live in
an area that has a high flood risk.
Protect your property. Move valuables to higher levels. Declutter drains and gutters.
Install check valves. Consider a sump pump with a battery.
Gather supplies in case you have to leave immediately, or if services are cut off. Keep
in mind each person’s specific needs, including medication. Don’t forget the needs of
pets. Obtain extra batteries and charging devices for phones and other critical
equipment.
Sign up for KTALERT.

What to Do During a
Flood
Stay Weather Ready: Continue to listen to local news or a NOAA Weather Radio to
stay updated about severe thunderstorm watches and warnings. Check the Internet
and social media for information and updates.
Get to Higher Ground: If you live in a flood prone area or are camping in a low lying
area, get to higher ground immediately
Practice Electrical Safety: Don't go into any room, if water covers the electrical
outlets or if cords are submerged. If you see sparks or hear buzzing, crackling,
snapping or popping noises--get out! Stay out of water that may have electricity in it!
Avoid Flood Waters: Don't walk through flood waters. It only takes 6 inches of moving
water to knock you off your feet. If you are trapped by moving water, move to the
highest possible point and call 911 if possible. Do NOT drive into flooded roadways or
around a barricade; Turn Around, Don't Drown! Water may be deeper than it appears
and can hide hazards such as sharp objects, washed out road surfaces, electrical
wires, chemicals, etc. A vehicle caught in swiftly moving water can be swept away in
seconds 12 inches of water can float a car or small SUV, 18 inches of water can carry
away large vehicles.

After a Flood
Listen to authorities for information and instructions. Return home only when
authorities say it is safe.
Avoid driving, except in emergencies.
Snakes and other animals may be in your house. Wear heavy gloves and boots during
clean up.
Be aware of the risk of electrocution. Do not touch electrical equipment if it is wet or if
you are standing in water. If it is safe to do so, turn off the electricity to prevent electric
shock.
Avoid wading in floodwater, which can contain dangerous debris and be
contaminated. Underground or downed power lines can also electrically charge the
water.
Use a generator or other gasoline-powered machinery ONLY outdoors and away from
windows.
Do not allow children or pets to play in floodwaters which may contain debris that can
break the skin or entrap legs and arms.

Flood Cleanup
Wear protective equipment:
gloves, safety glasses, rubber
boots and masks to protect
you from debris and airborne
particles, e.g., mold and dust

Throw out any food including canned
items that were not maintained at
a proper temperature or have been
exposed to floodwaters. Do not eat
food from a flooded garden.

Discard saturated porous
materials such as mattresses or
upholstered items, especially
those with visible fungal growth

Air out enclosed spaces by opening
all doors and windows whenever
you are present. Leave as many
windows open when you are not
present as security concerns allow.

Clean and disinfect everything that
got wet. Mud and standing water left
from floodwater can contain sewage,
bacteria and harmful chemicals.

Tear out flooring, paneling,
drywall, insulation and
electrical outlets saturated
by floodwater.

