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MINUTES OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Call to Order

The City Council of the City of Katy, Texas, convened in regular session Monday, January 12, 2026,
at 6:30 p.m. at Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas the following City Officials were present:

William H. Thiele, Mayor
Chris Harris, Mayor Pro Tem

Janet Corte, Councilmember

Gina Hicks, Councilmember

Rory A. Robertson, Councilmember

Dan Smith, Councilmember

David Kasper, City Engineer
Bridgette Begle, City Attorney
Byron J. Hebert, City Administrator

Andrew Vasquez, City Finance Director

Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary

Invocation, Pledge to the U.S. Flag and to the Texas Flag
Pastor Josh Guajardo of Trinity Baptist Church gave the invocation for Katy City Council, staff, and

all in attendance. Chief Bryon Woytek led everyone in reciting the Pledge to the U.S. Flag and to the

Texas Flag.

Public Comments

All were given the opportunity to be heard and the following spoke:
Sean Dolan — 6303 Alicia Way Ln: requested clarification on the process for residents to

meet with the City Administrator. City Attorney Bridgette Begle advised that items

not on the agenda could not be discussed during the meeting per the Texas Open Meetings Act.

Christie Leighton — 19430 FM 1093, Richmond: representing Best Trash, a waste and recycling
collection company serving the Katy area, expressed interest in being considered

for future proposals, emphasizing their commitment to reliable service and good communication.
Julia Bancroft — 1315 Ave C: expressed gratitude to the Council for helping her purchase
a second home in the City of Katy under House Bill 2464 and expressed her pride in being a

Katy resident. Michael Payne — 5823 Green Meadows Ln: announced his candidacy for the Ward B

Council position in the upcoming May election and encouraged civility during the campaign process.
Pastor Hernan Castano — 541 Pin Oak Rd: expressed frustration with the City'sPlanning department
regarding requirements imposed on his church. He expressed concern about conflicts between

building and zoning codes as they apply to churches. All were given the opportunity to be heard and
there were no additional public comments.
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Public Hearing on Amending The City of Katy Zoning Ordinance No. 621; by Amending
Ordinance No. 3162 a Special Use Permit that Allows, a Special Use, To -Wit: Religious
Institution in " C-1" and " C-2" Districts Located at 5371 East Fifth Street, for the Benefit of

Redeemed Christian Church of God, The King's Palace ( approval recommended by City Planning
Zoning Commission ( CPZ) 12-09-2025)

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing at 6:44 p.m. on Amending The City of Katy Zoning Ordinance
No. 621; by Amending Ordinance No. 3162 a Special Use Permit that Allows, a Special Use, To -Wit:

Religious Institution in "C-1" and " C-2" Districts Located at 5371 East Fifth Street, for the Benefit of
Redeemed Christian Church of God, The King's Palace ( approval recommended by City Planning & Zoning
Commission ( CPZ) 12-09-2025). Lisa Meier — 5030 E. Fifth St: questioned the legality and sanitation of

outdoor cooking occurring in the parking lot of the former Drexel Mart. All were given the opportunity
to be heard and there were no additional comments from the public. The Mayor closed the

Public Hearing at 6:45 p.m.

Consider an Ordinance ( No. 3162-01) Amending The City of Katy Zoning Ordinance No. 621;
by Amending Ordinance No. 3162 a Special Use Permit that Allows, a Special Use, To -Wit:

Religious Institution in " C-1" and " C-2" Districts Located at 5371 East Fifth Street, for the

Benefit of Redeemed Christian Church of God, The King's Palace ( approval recommended by

City Planning & Zoning Commission ( CPZ) 12-09-2025)

Motion was made by Councilmember Smith, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Harris, approving as

printed and read ( caption) an Ordinance ( No.3162-01) An Ordinance Amending the City of Katy
Zoning Ordinance No. 621 by Amending Ordinance No. 3162 a Special Use Permit That Allows a

Special Use, To -Wit: a Religious Institution in " C-1" and " C-2" Districts Located at 5371 East Fifth

Street, for the Benefit of RCCG the King's Palace; Providing for an Effective Date; Repealing all

Ordinances and Parts of Ordinances in Conflict Herewith; Providing for Severability and Providing
for a Penalty of up to $ 2,000 Dollars per day for a Violation of any Provision of the Ordinance.

City Planner Rachel Lazo clarified that the convenience store portion of the property did receive a

certificate of occupancy for convenience store use and stated that the cooking concerns would be

investigated further in coordination with the Permits Department. All voted Aye, and the
motion carried.

Public Hearing on Amending The City of Katy Zoning Ordinance No. 621; by Granting a

Special Use Permit That Allows, a Special Use, To -Wit: Religious Institution in a " C-1"

Commercial District Located at 5819 Tenth Street, for the Benefit of Konnect Church Global
approval recommended by CPZ 12-09-2025)

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing at 6:48 p.m. on Amending The City of Katy Zoning
Ordinance No. 621; by Granting a Special Use Permit That Allows, a Special Use, To -Wit: Religious
Institution in a " C-1" Commercial District Located at 5819 Tenth Street, for the Benefit of
Konnect Church Global ( approval recommended by CPZ 12-09-2025). All were given the opportunity to be

heard and there were no comments from the public. The Mayor closed the Public Hearing at 6:49 p.m.
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Consider an Ordinance ( No. 3185) Amending The City of Katy Zoning Ordinance No. 621; by

Granting a Special Use Permit That Allows, a Special Use, To -Wit: Religious Institution in a

C-1" Commercial District Located at 5819 Tenth Street, for the Benefit of

Konnect Church Global ( approval recommended by CPZ 12-09-2025)

Motion was made by Councilmember Robertson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Harris, approving as

printed and read ( caption) an Ordinance ( No.3185) An Ordinance Amending the City of Katy Zoning
Ordinance No. 621 by Granting a Special Use Permit That Allows a Special Use, To -Wit: a Religious
Institution at 5819 Tenth Street, for the Benefit of Konnect Church; Providing for an Effective Date;

Repealing all Ordinances and Parts of Ordinances in Conflict Herewith; Providing for Severability
and Providing for a Penalty of up to $ 2,000 Dollars per day for a Violation of any Provision of the

Ordinance.. All voted Aye, and the motion carried.

Consent Agenda
Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Harris, seconded by Councilmember Hicks, approving the

Consent Agenda listed below:

Consider Approval of 2026 Membership Dues for Katy Area Chamber of Commerce in the

amount of $10,000.00
Consider Approval of Katy Half Marathon & 5K, Sunday, February 8, 2026, from

7:00 am — 10:00 am ( start/finish Typhoon Texas) ( portion inside city limits only)
approved by Katy Police Department)

All voted Aye, and the motion carried.

Consider a Resolution ( No. 1654-06) Authorizing the Mayor to Sign a Proposal from

McKenna Contracting, Inc., to Overlay Pickleball Lines Onto Tennis Courts Five ( 5) & Six ( 6)
at Katy City Park ( 5720 Franz Rd) (Katy City Park — Artificial Turf Field and Pickleball Courts Proiect)

requested at 12-08-2025 City Council Meeting) (Region 5 ESC Purchasing Coop Contract No. 20250908)

Motion was made by Councilmember Corte, seconded by Councilmember Hicks, approving as

printed and read Resolution ( No.1654-06) Authorizing the Mayor to Sign a Proposal from

McKenna Contracting, Inc., to Overlay Pickleball Lines Onto Tennis Courts Five ( 5) & Six ( 6) at

Katy City Park ( 5720 Franz Rd) (Katy City Park — Artificial Turf Field and Pickleball Courts Project) (requested at

12-08-2025 City Council Meeting) ( Region 5 ESC Purchasing Coop Contract No. 20250908).
Parks & Recreation Director Kevin Browne explained the proposal to overlay pickleball lines on

two ( 2) existing tennis courts at Katy City Park. Councilmember Hicks expressed concern about

getting input from the pickleball community on the design and line placement.
Browne acknowledged that while he didn't have a specific representative from the pickleball
community to consult, the standard overlay process was straightforward.
Councilmember Robertson noted that tennis players already navigate multiple lines for singles and

doubles play and believed the additional pickleball lines in a contrasting color would be

distinguishable. Browne confirmed they would use a contrasting color like yellow or blue for the

pickleball lines. Mayor Pro Tem Harris added that a pickleball player at the Heritage Park Board

meeting earlier that morning expressed support for the combination courts. Browne clarified that

while the proposal included an option to stripe all courts for an additional $ 1,200,
the recommendation was to start with just two ( 2) courts and add more if demand warrants it.

All voted Aye, and the motion carried.
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Consider a Resolution ( No. 1282-01) Nominating Dennis Gorden, to Serve as a Director for the

Board of Directors of the West Harris County Regional Water Authority Precinct No. 9

Motion was made by Councilmember Robertson, seconded by Councilmember Corte, approving as

printed and presented Resolution ( No. 1282-01) Nominating Dennis Gorden, to Serve as a Director

for the Board of Directors of the West Harris County Regional Water Authority Precinct No. 9.

Councilmember Corte inquired whether Dennis Gorden, a non -City of Katy resident, was eligible for

the nomination. Mayor Pro Tem Harris explained that the Water Authority's requirements permit
nominations of individuals who live in one of the Municipal Utility Districts ( MUD's) within

Precinct 9, and that Gorden meets this eligibility requirement. Councilmember Robertson expressed
appreciation for Gorden's willingness to serve on what he described as " the most unpopular board

the state of Texas has ever created." All voted Aye, and the motion carried.

Consider a Resolution ( No. 1677-01) Authorizing the Mayor to Sign and Approve a

Non -Binding Memorandum of Understanding and Quote No. 1005 with

Ironclad Wellness, LLC, to Provide Mental Health Services to Katy Fire Department
Personnel as Needed ( original agreement approved 12-09-2024; Resolution No. 1677)

Motion was made by Councilmember Corte, seconded by Councilmember Smith, approving as

printed and read Resolution ( No.1677-01) Authorizing the Mayor to Sign and Approve a

Non -Binding Memorandum of Understanding and Quote No. 1005 with Ironclad Wellness, LLC,
to Provide Mental Health Services to Katy Fire Department Personnel as Needed ( original agreement

approved 12-09-2024; Resolution No. 1677). Councilmember Corte questioned why similar mental health

services were not extended to the Police Department. Fire Chief Kenneth Parker said Police Chief

Bryon Woytek declined to participate, noting the Police Department uses other free mental

health resources. Parker explained that the Fire Department's program is more comprehensive,
offering chaplain training and on -site support with a rescue dog, and said it is vital to the

Fire Department's mental health initiatives. Human Resources Director Rachel Garcia clarified that

while the City has an Employee Assistance Program (EAP), the Fire Department requires more robust

mental health services than the EAP can provide. All voted Aye, and the motion carried.

Consider an Ordinance ( No. 3186) Calling the Regular Officers' Election for Saturdays
May 2, 2026, for the Purpose of Electing One Councilmember At -Large, One Councilmember

from Ward A, and One Councilmember from Ward B; and Other Matters Relating
to Said Election

Convocatoria de la Eleccion de Oficiales Regulares En La Ciudad De Katy, Texas, Para El

2 De Mayo De 2026, Con El Proposito De Elegir Un Miembro Del Consejo En General, Un

Miembro Del Consejo Para El Distrito A Y Un Miembro Del Concejo Para El Distrito B Y Otros

Asuntos Relacionados Con Dicha Election.

Keu goi Bau cir Tong Giam doc vao Thtr Bay, ngay 2 timing 5 nam 2026, vi Muc Bich Bau chon

Uy vien Hoi dons Tam the; mot Uy vien Hoi dons tit• Phteowg A; Va mot Uv vien Hoi clone tfr

Ouan B va cac van de khac lien quan den cuoc bau cu. not tren

402026 4E5 A 2 , 4 (( NA) ZIOOffarAiNO, m Af— ; OA

MBlr3i4VOR_L 105 1
Motion was made by Councilmember Smith, seconded by Councilmember Corte, approving as

printed and read ( caption) an Ordinance ( No. 3186) An Ordinance Calling an Election in the

City of Katy, Texas, on the 2nd Day of May 2026, for the Purpose of Electing One Councilmember

at -Large, One Councilmember from Ward A and One Councilmember from Ward B and Other

Matters Relating to Said Election. All voted Aye, and the motion carried.
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Manor & Councilmembers' Reports

Mayor Pro Tem Harris shared the sad news of the passing of former Katy Tiger Head football Coach

Mike Johnston, recognizing his significant contributions to the Katy High School football program.
He announced that visitation will be held on Thursday, January 15th, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at

Schmidt Funeral Home, with funeral services on Friday, January 16th, at 1:00 p.m. at

Katy First Baptist Church. Mayor Pro Tem Harris also announced the City of Katy's
130th Anniversary Celebration, scheduled for Saturday, January 24th, at Thomas Park.

Additionally, he noted that the Katy Rodeo banner is displayed across Highway 90 for the first time

since 2019 thanking J.R. Richardson and Fidium Fiber for putting it up. He also reminded everyone

that the rodeo begins on Thursday, February 12th. Councilmember Hicks discussed upcoming events,

including the Texas Chili Cookoff & BBQ Showdown, which will be held at the American Furniture

Warehouse ( AFW) parking lot from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 7th. The event

benefits Future Farmers of America ( FFA) students of Katy ISD. She also noted the Katy Rodeo

Parade on Saturday, February 14th, which will begin at 9:30 a.m. Councilmember Robertson

encouraged support for the Katy ISD FFA Livestock Show, which will take place from Monday,
February 9th, through Saturday, February 14th. He outlined the schedule of events, noting that the

broiler and rabbit shows will be held on Tuesday, followed by the lamb and goat shows on Wednesday,
the swine show on Thursday, and the steer show on Friday. The livestock auction will be held on

Saturday. Councilmember Corte emphasized that even those without " deep pockets" can support FFA

students through online " add-ons" starting at any amount. Councilmember Smith kept his remarks

brief but expressed excitement for the Houston Texans' playoff game. Mayor Thiele congratulated
City Attorney Bridgette Begle on completing a half marathon. He also recognized Pat Baker for her

22 years of service as Activity Coordinator at the Fussell Senior Citizen Center, as well as Executive

Director of Public Works and Community Development Elaine Lutringer, who retired after more than

26 years of service to the City. Mayor Thiele announced that he and City Administrator Byron Hebert

will present the State of the City at a luncheon sponsored by the Katy Area Chamber ofCommerce on

Thursday, January 29th.

Adiourn

Motion was made by Councilmember Smith, seconded by Councilmember Corte, to adjourn.
A11 voted Aye, and the Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 p.m.

UAL
Mayor

ATTEST:
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