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MINUTES OF SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING

Call to Order

The City Council of the City of Katy, Texas, convened in special workshop meeting Wednesday,
March 18, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. at Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas the following
City Officials were present:

William H. Thiele, Mayor

Chris Harris, Mayor Pro Tem
Janet Corte, Councilmember
Gina Hicks, Councilmember
Paula Taylor, Councilmember
Bridgette Begle, City Attorney
Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary

The following City Officials were absent:
David Kasper, City Engineer
Rory A. Robertson, Councilmember
Byron J. Hebert, City Administrator
Andrew Vasquez, City Finance Director

Invocation, Pledge to the U.S. Flag and to the Texas Flag
Councilmember Gina Hicks gave the invocation for Katy City Council, staff, and all in attendance.
Chief Bryon Woytek led everyone in reciting the Pledge to the U.S. Flag and to the Texas Flag.

Public Comments

All were given the opportunity to be heard and the following spoke:

Michael Payne — 5823 Green Meadows Ln: addressed the council stating that he found the agenda
items to be common sense and addressing problems before they become major issues. Payne
questioned why ATVs would be completely banned.

Presentation & Discussion on Proposed Ordinance Amending Chapter 12 “Traffic and Vehicles”
of Katy Code of Ordinances, Adding Section 12.09 “Off-Highway Vehicles”, Adopting
Regulations of Off-Highway Vehicles on Public Roadways in the City Limits (47V, golf carts, NEVs)
Police Chief Bryon Woytek presented the proposed ordinance regulating ATVs, golf carts, and
similar vehicles. He explained that the City currently follows state law, which limits golf cart use
primarily to Master Planned Communities like Cane Island. The proposed ordinance would expand
golf cart use within subdivisions citywide while prohibiting operation on main roads. Requirements
include licensed drivers, insurance, state registration with license plates, passenger limits based on
design capacity, and daytime-only operation for safety. Chief Woytek recommended excluding
ATVs and UTVs due to higher speeds and noise concerns. Council discussion focused on safety,
enforcement, and roadway boundaries. Questions were raised regarding the daylight-only restriction,
with the Chief citing past night-time safety concerns. Discussion also addressed whether certain major
roadways, including Franz Road and Katyland, should be prohibited. (cont ’d next page)
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Presentation & Discussion on Proposed Ordinance Amending Chapter 12 “Traffic and Vehicles”
of Katy Code of Ordinances, Adding Section 12.09 “Off-Highway Vehicles”, Adopting
Regulations of Off-Highway Vehicles on Public Roadways in the City Limits (4TV, golf carts,
NEVs (cont’d)

After consideration of traffic patterns, safety concerns, and boundary clarity, Chief Woytek

recommended restricting golf cart use on Franz Road east of Avenue D. Council discussed alternative

boundary options but ultimately supported Avenue D as a clear boundary point. Additional

discussion included seat belt requirements (required only if factory-equipped), registration costs

($10), driver eligibility (minimum age 16 with valid license or learner’s permit with a licensed driver),

and penalties (fine not to exceed $200). Council reached consensus to include Franz Road east of
Avenue D and Katyland on the list of prohibited roadways. Chief Woytek also introduced the topic

of e-bikes and electric scooters, explaining this would be a separate ordinance. He noted the need to

update the City's outdated 1999 motorized scooter ordinance to address current technology. The

discussion centered on allowing electric scooters on sidewalks at speeds no faster than 10 miles per

hour, requiring helmets, prohibiting headphones that restrict hearing, and requiring stops at

intersections. Chief Woytek distinguished between e-bikes with pedals (which would be regulated

by class based on power and speed) and electric motorcycles (which would be prohibited on both

roads and sidewalks). Class 3 e-bikes capable of 20-28 miles per hour would be restricted to roads

rather than sidewalks. Mayor Pro Tem Harris noted seeing increasing numbers of kids on e-bikes on

Franz Road near Katy Junior High, which the Chief confirmed was currently legal but potentially

dangerous. The discussion revealed the need to balance safety with practical transportation needs for

students. The council expressed general support for Chief Woytek to develop detailed ordinances for

both golf carts and e-bikes/scooters, with the understanding that these would return for formal

consideration at future meetings.

Adjourn
Motion was made by Councilmember Corte, seconded by Councilmember Taylor, to adjourn.

All voted Aye, and the Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m.
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