Third-Party Plan Backup Power Installations (SB 1202)

Senate Bill 1202 allows certain qualified third-party professionals to independently review
development documents and conduct inspections for home backup power systems in
single-family and two-family dwellings, effective September 1, 2025. This bill authorizes
certainindividuals to conduct a third-party plan review and/or inspect a home backup power
installation, as defined in Section 247.0025 of the Texas Local Government Code.
Texas S.B. 1202 applies to the following systems for one- and two-family dwellings only:

e Generators and associated transfer switching as applied by NEC Article 702,
Optional Standby Systems.

e Energy storage systems (ESS) and associated equipment as applied by NEC
Article 706, Energy Storage Systems.

This bill does not apply to the following one- or two-family dwelling systems:

e Electric service equipment and/or panelboard replacements, repairs, upgrades,
and the like.

e Solar photovoltaic (PV) systems that are not part of an energy storage system or other
residential backup power installation.

e The installation, replacement, or extension of feeder and/or branch circuit
conductors, except those that are directly associated with and necessary for the
operation of the items above, as determined by the Building Official.

e Fuel gas piping (for generators).

An issued electrical permitis still required for all electric work within the City of Katy.

An electrical permit and passing inspection performed by the City of Katy,
or its representatives, are required for all electric service releases to
CenterPoint Energy. The City of Katy will not provide an electrical service release to
CenterPoint Energy without a passing inspection.

An issued plumbing permit is still required for all gas work in the City of Katy.

A plumbing permit and passing inspection performed by the City of Katy, or its
representatives, are required for all fuel gas service releases to CenterPoint Energy.
The City of Katy will not provide a gas service release to CenterPoint Energy without a
passing inspection.



Approved Third-Party Plan Reviewers and/or Inspectors:
¢ A Master Electrician as described by Section 1305.153, Occupations Code, who is
licensed under Subchapter D, Chapter 1305 of that code.
¢ Anelectricalinspector as defined by Section 1305.002, Occupations Code.
¢ AnEngineer licensed under Title 6, Subtitle A, Chapter 1001, Occupations Code.

Requirements
e Third-party reviewers must follow all adopted local codes.
e Submittal deadline: All plan review and inspection documents must be submitted to
the City of Katy within 15 days of completion.

FAQs

Does SB 1202 eliminate the need for a permit from the City of Katy?
No. The City of Katy still requires a permit for home backup power installations.

Who qualifies as a Third-Party under SB 1202?
A Third-Party is defined as:
e Alicensed electrical inspector under Section 1305.002 of the Occupations Code.
¢ Alicensed master electrician under Section 1305.153, Subchapter D.
¢ AProfessional Engineer registered with the Texas Board of Professional Engineers and
Land Surveyors.

What qualifies as a Home Backup Power Installation?
Examples of a home backup system would be an energy storage system or a
standby generator. A solar PV system is hot a home backup system.

Will the City of Katy inspect my home backup power system if | use a Third-Party as
allowed by SB 1202?

No. The City of Katy will not review or inspect a home backup power installation if a
Third-Party, as defined in SB 1202, is used.

Can I still choose to have the city review and inspect my plans?
Yes. Plans can still be submitted to the City of Katy for review and inspection instead of using
a Third-Party, just as they did before SB1202.



What about electrical releases for utility reconnections?
If a Third-Party is used, the required electrical release inspection must be performed by that
qualified Third-Party inspector. The City of Katy will not conduct an additional inspection.

Who is responsible for code compliance if a Third-Party is used?
The qualified Third-Party assumes responsibility for the plan review and inspection.
The City of Katy is not liable for review or inspection under SB 1202.

Is a separate permit required for a gas line for a generator?
Yes. Any gas work requires a permit and is inspected by the City of Katy. State law requires
that these inspections be performed by a state licensed plumbing inspector employed by
the city. A qualified third-party under SB 1202 does not meet the state licensing
requirements and therefore cannot conduct such inspections.



