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Visual presentation of metrics status in annual report of City of Powell, Ohio. 

• Acres of parkland and open space added to the City’s inventory, utilization of new or improved 
recreation spaces, and linear feet of trail developed or improved. 

• Indicators of the benefits from redeveloped sites and structures (appraised value, increased tax 
revenue, new residential units, retail and office spaces in mixed-use settings, etc.). 

• The numbers of residents and other stakeholders engaged through City-sponsored education and 
outreach events related to Comprehensive Plan implementation and periodic review and updating 
as outlined in this section. 
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MAP 3: Katy ISD Boundary Relative to City of Katy
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Who Really Lives in Katy?
Many more people in the area identify 
with Katy than the estimated 21,894 
who actually lived within the city limits 
in 2020, especially those who have in 
mind the much larger “Katy” 
Independent School District. Adding to 
the confusion is people who have a 
Katy mailing address but are not in the 
city.

The City website features an “Am I a 
Resident of the City of Katy?” tool that 
allows the user to input his/her address 
to find the answer.

Greater awareness of this tool should 
help reduce the volume of service 
inquiries handled by City staff for areas 
not actually in the city.

At the time of this report, the online tool could be accessed at:

https://www.cityofkaty.com/government/city-departments/planning-department/gis-maps

39.5 Median Age

Katy residents had a median age of 39.5 years in 2020, which was highest among all the comparison 
communities, the Houston metropolitan area and the State of Texas. Next closest were Friendswood at 
38.9 years and Dickinson at 38.6 years. This aligned with Katy also having one of the lowest 
percentages of residents under 18 years of age in 2020, at 25.2%. Only Tomball had a lower share of 
residents under age 18 at 23%. Katy residents age 65 and older accounted for 13.1% of the population 
in 2020. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]
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Median Age

62.1 Age Dependency Ratio

As of 2020, the age dependency ratio in Katy was 62.1. This ratio is calculated by adding the numbers 
of residents under age 18 and over age 65, then divide that sum by the number of people between 
ages 18 to 64. These youngest and oldest age groups represent the largely non-working segments of 
the population that must be supported primarily by the working-age population in between. A 
relatively low age dependency ratio, typically in the 50-60 range, means that an area has a sufficient 
working-age population to support the dependent population (university communities with a 
substantial student population have some of the lowest age dependency ratios while retirement 
communities are usually highest). While Katy’s age dependency ratio in 2020 was slightly above that of 
the entire Houston metropolitan area (60.5), it was right in line with the statewide ratio of 62.1. 
[SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau].
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HOUSING

 

7,563 Housing Units in 2020

Katy had an estimated 7,563 housing units in 2020, up from 4,534 in 2010. Katy also had 3.1 persons 
per household in 2020, which was the highest among all the comparison communities and the State of 
Texas and the only one to exceed three (Friendswood was next highest at 2.93 persons per household, 
and Tomball had the lowest at 2.49). [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau] 

35% of Housing Built Since 2000

In Katy as of 2020, an estimated one-third (33.5%) of all existing occupied housing units had been built 
since 2000, with 19.3% added since 2010. Nearly another third (32.4%) was from the 1980s and 1990s, 
then 26% from 1960 to 1979. Less than 600 dwellings, or under 10%, were from before 1960. [SOURCE: 
U.S. Census Bureau]

The 30-year threshold – currently 1992 to 2022 – is significant as it represents a time when many 
homes and multi-family structures begin to need more substantial reinvestment or repairs.
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Age of Housing Stock

79% of Housing Occupied by Owner

Nearly 80% of housing units in Katy were estimated to be owner-occupied as of 2020, nearly the 
highest among the comparison communities after Dickinson at 79.6% and relative to 62.3% statewide. 
The percentage of area housing units that were renter-occupied (20.9%) was higher than the share of 
the housing stock that was composed of multi-family units (8.7%), indicating that a fair amount of 
single-family detached homes were also being rented. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]
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Owner-Occupied Housing Units

86.9% Single-Family Detached Units

As of 2020, the existing stock of occupied housing in Katy – 7,199 total units – was estimated to be 
largely comprised of single-family detached dwellings, at approximately 87%. The balance of the 
occupied housing was in multi-family types (8.7%, with 4.5% involving apartment buildings with 10+ 
units) and 4.4% in mobile homes and other types. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau.]   
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Housing Types

45.2% Percent of Renters Paying more than 
30% of Income in Housing Costs

In 2020, nearly half of Katy renters were paying more than 30% of their income toward their housing 
costs – a common indicator of housing unaffordability – with 36.2% spending 35%+. Among 
homeowners, the 30%-of-income threshold was exceeded by 20.4% of those with a mortgage and 6.9% 
of those no longer paying off a mortgage.

The accompanying table, based on additional rules of thumb for housing affordability, shows that a 
Katy resident making the 2020 median household income ($87,179) could afford a home worth up to 
$261,537. As the 2020 median home value in Katy was estimated at $208,700 – or $52,837 below the 
maximum affordable price – the median-income household should have had attainable home buying 
options within the city. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]

Median Household 
Income (2020)

Maximum Home Price 
Affordable to Median 

Household Income

Median Home 
Value (2020)

Minimum Household 
Income to Afford 

Median Priced Home

$87,179 $261,537 $208,700 $69,567

[Note that this Existing City Report does not focus on median home value as much as usual given 
recent and ongoing dramatic increases in home values in Texas and other states at the time of this 
report.]
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JOBS, EMPLOYERS 
AND TAX BASE

186,000 Civilian Employed Population (Age 16+)
in the "Greater Katy Area"

Based on this current estimate, the Katy Area EDC projects employment growth to more than 227,000 
persons by 2024. The EDC highlights the area as having:

 Ongoing employment growth especially in healthcare, technology and energy.
 11,000 companies and 200 corporations.
 The headquarters for many companies including BP North America, GEICO, Schlumberger 

Technology Center, and Shell Exploration and Production.
 Several corporate training centers, including for BP North America Center, National Association of 

Corrosion Engineers (NACE) and Petroskills.
 Growth across various business sectors, and multiple developments that are built or under 

construction for office, light industrial and retail activities.
 $21 billion in sales.

The accompanying table highlights the diversity of major employers in the broader Katy area that 
employ more than 500 workers. [SOURCE: Katy Area EDC]

Employer Number Employed

Katy Independent School District 12,000

Shell Exploration and Production 5,500

Wood PLC & Subsidiaries 4,500

BP North America 3,750

Amazon 3,300

Katy Mills - Simon Group 3,200

Academy Sports + Outdoors 2,800
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Employer Number Employed

Houston Methodist West 2,000

LaCenterra - Cinco Ranch 1,700

H-E-B 1,600

Walmart / Sam’s 1,450

GEICO 1,200

Kroger 1,170

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 1,100

Igloo 1,100

Texas Children's Hospital West 800

Worley Parsons Group 750

Schlumberger – Katy Technology 600

[SOURCE: Katy Area EDC] 

67.9% Labor Force Participation

As illustrated in the accompanying graphic, an estimated 67.9% of Katy’s 2020 population age 16+ 
(15,818 individuals) was participating in the civilian labor force at the time, either already employed or 
seeking work. Of these 10,735 individuals, 93.2% were employed (10,008). The statewide labor force 
participation rate was a bit lower at 64.4% in 2020.
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Labor Force Participation
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Occupations of Civilian Employed Population

The chart above shows the broad occupation categories of the just over 10,000 individuals who were 
employed in Katy in 2020 (recognizing that many 2020 numbers were affected by the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic if ever comparing them to earlier statistics). From Katy’s 10,008 total, an 
estimated 12.5% were working in some level of government, including public education. Also from this 
employed total, an estimated 77% were full-time, year-round workers, totaling 7,710 persons. Of 
these, the distribution of workers by industry in Katy in 2020 was estimated to be as shown in the 
accompanying chart, which highlights the significance of “Eds and Meds” – the education and medical 
sectors – to the local economy. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]
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