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INTRODUCTION

Purpose
 

This report provides background information about Katy as it is today. This information is presented in 
topic areas relevant to Katy’s physical growth and development. The report is intended to avoid 
duplication of comprehensive data profiles already available from the Katy Area Economic 
Development Council and other sources. Instead, the facts and figures in this report highlight specific 
indicators that tell a story about key planning issues facing the area and help put such issues in context. 
This will set the stage for the Future City portion of a new Comprehensive Plan for Katy by capturing 
key community needs and desires for the next several decades. The content of this Existing City report 
is based on initial background studies to date by the City’s community planning consultant, Kendig 
Keast Collaborative (of Sugar Land, Texas) as well as leadership and community input to this point.

Benefits
 

The new Comprehensive Plan will be Katy’s first since 2001, after two decades of significant change in 
the area. Such plans are community-driven policy documents that lay the groundwork for how a city, 
county or region can take charge of, invest in and realize its desired future over the next 20 years and 
beyond. As with this Existing City Report, the Future City portion of the Comprehensive Plan will cover 
a range of topic areas that will help prioritize actions the City and its partners should take to shape the 
area’s near-term and longer-range future. Comprehensive plans:

 Provide public officials with a greater understanding of existing conditions in their community and 
the larger trends and forces that are affecting growth and development.

 Provide a long-term outlook regarding the potential consequences of land use, infrastructure and 
other decisions.

 Establish priorities for implementation strategies and actions to achieve preferred outcomes.
 Place communities in more favorable positions when pursuing and securing grants and capital 

partnerships.
 Offer an opportunity for constructive and meaningful public input, education and engagement 

through a variety of means.
 Provide policy guidance and a legally defensible basis for effective and implementable land 

development regulations.
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 Provide a framework that enables local officials to make better-informed decisions based on a 
coordinated plan to guide the orderly growth and development of their community.

 Provide the umbrella for weaving together a series of smaller-area plans, through which greater 
synergies can be created.

Engaging in a comprehensive planning process enables Katy to have a greater measure of control over 
its future and the opportunities and challenges that change will bring. Planning will enable the City to 
manage future growth, development and redevelopment actively as opposed to reacting to 
development proposals on a case-by-case basis without adequate and necessary consideration of 
community-wide issues.

Approach 
 

Existing City I Future City
 

The planning process focuses first on 
providing a snapshot of existing conditions, 
culminating in this Existing City report. The 
report includes discussion of Katy’s history, 
location and physical characteristics and 
highlights its demographic composition and 
trends. A summary of key indicators, from 
the latest available U.S. Census data and 
other sources, illustrates historical and 
current conditions and provides context 
relevant to the rest of the planning effort.

Comprehensive plans are future-oriented 
and contain policies and actions that are 
intended to advance a set of preferred 
conditions. As such, the Future City phase 
of the planning process – and its implementation emphasis – will be the primary focus of Katy’s 
Comprehensive Plan. The Future City portion includes recommended initiatives and strategies for 
guiding Katy’s development and redevelopment while preserving community character, enhancing 
quality of life and improving economic well-being.

Focus Areas

Focus areas within the Comprehensive Plan provide 
direction when setting program and funding priorities 
to enhance the quality of life in Katy. The five Focus 
Areas for Katy's new Comprehensive Plan will include:

1.  Growth Capacity
2.  Land Use and Development
3.  Transportation
4.  Economic Development
5.  Recreation and Amenities

These focus areas were considered in preparing this 
Existing City report and will frame the Future City 
portion of the Comprehensive Plan.
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Leadership and Public Engagement
Multiple leadership and community engagement activities were hosted by the City of Katy and the 
consultant team to help focus data gathering efforts for this report and to guide later planning during the 
Future City phase. These initial engagement activities included:

 A first joint workshop with the City Council and Planning & Zoning Commission for initial “big 
picture” discussion of Katy trends, issues and needs. [January 2022]

 A series of four informal discussions with agencies and organizations focused on economic 
development and education; the City’s Downtown Advisory Committee; a group of former Mayors; 
and City management and departments. [April 2022]

 A first workshop meeting with the Planning & Zoning Commission for further input to the Existing 
City phase. [April 2022]

 A Town Hall Meeting on Katy’s Future, which included a series of interactive activities for obtaining 
community input to the Existing City phase. [April 2022]

 An online community survey that focused mainly on input needed for the City’s concurrent Parks, 
Trails and Recreation Master Plan effort, but also yielded input for the Recreation and Amenities 
portion of the Comprehensive Plan. [Survey available throughout March 2022, completed by 1,245 
individuals] 

Katy Setting and Context
 

Katy is located in southeast Texas, slightly more than 60 miles inland from the Gulf of Mexico. The city 
is part of the greater Houston metropolitan region and is approximately 30 miles west of downtown 
Houston on Interstate 10. Its location provides easy access to all of Houston, the Port of Houston (35 
miles east), George Bush Intercontinental Airport (44 miles northeast) and Hobby Airport (45 miles 
southeast) as seen on Map 1, Regional Context.

Map 2, Katy Jurisdiction and Vicinity, shows the most up-to-date city limits as of spring 2022. In a 
growing city such as Katy, city limits may periodically change and should be verified with the City. Katy 
is also located where three area counties come together – western Harris, northern Fort Bend and 
southeastern Waller. Katy is generally located between the City of Houston to the east, the cities of 
Brookshire and Pattison to the west, and the City of Fulshear to the south. The Grand Parkway (State 
Highway 99) is just east of Katy and connects the area to Interstate 45 (toward Dallas) to the north and 
to Interstate 69 and central Fort Bend County to the south.
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Katy lies only 141 feet above sea level on the relatively flat Texas coastal plain and, like much of the 
Houston region, is vulnerable to flooding in some locations. At a latitude of 29.7 degrees north of the 
equator, the Koppen Climate Classification system officially places Katy in the humid subtropical 
climate. Summers are characterized by moist, maritime airflow and high temperatures, and winters are 
mild. Average annual precipitation is 44.9 inches.

[SOURCE:
https://www.weatherbase.com/weather/weather-
summary.php3?s=313414&cityname=Katy,+Texas,+United+States+of+America]

MAP 1: Regional Context
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MAP 2: Katy Jurisdiction and Vicinity

Existing City Report Organization and Context
 

The information in this report is presented in the following topic areas relevant to the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
for guiding Katy’s future physical development:

 People

 Housing

 Jobs, Employers and Tax Base
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 Land Use and Development

 Transportation

 Utilities and Public Facilities

 Amenities and Recognitions

Comparison Communities

While the focus of this report is Katy’s existing conditions, it can be helpful to benchmark local data points 
against other communities to provide additional context. In this report, a handful of Houston area cities were 
used for comparison of certain data points, along with some comparisons to the Houston metropolitan area and 
the entire State of Texas:

 Alvin

 Dickinson

 Friendswood

 Lake Jackson

 Tomball

These communities were selected in consultation with City staff due to their similarities to Katy involving 
location within a metropolitan area of a large city (Houston); population; economic base; median age; median 
income; maintaining a small-town feel even with potential for further subdivision activity and population 
growth; and location along interstate highways or other major area freeways.

Census Data Availability
This planning effort began early in a new decade, in 2021. This is when one-of-a-kind data from the latest 
decennial U.S. Census in 2020 is not yet fully available (to this point the U.S. Census Bureau has only 
released limited data primarily for redistricting purposes versus the full data sets that normally result 
from a decennial census). The COVID-19 public health emergency also affected the Bureau’s ability to 
conduct normal Census activities in 2020, causing the typical Census reporting timeframe to be extended.

Despite this delay, Census statistics are still, in many cases, the best source of detailed data about 
socioeconomic conditions at the local community level, especially for making “apples to apples” 
comparisons to other communities, the state and the nation. In the meantime, estimates for some 
indicators are available from the Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) program and cited in this 
report (with new ACS estimates through 2020 released in early 2022).
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HISTORICAL TIMELINE

Late 1800s Present-day Katy area is known as "Cane Island," a name from the creek that runs 
through the area and overflows with tall cane.

1893

Missouri-Kansas-Texas (MKT) Railroad is built through the area. 

1895 Surveying and platting of the town begins.

1896 City of Katy is founded.

1896 Katy post office opens.

1900 Great Galveston Hurricane destroys building efforts of late 1800s.

1906 Southwestern Bell Telephone Company installs two telephone lines.

1909 Katy School is completed.

1918 Katy Independent School District is organized.

1921 Katy gains one of the earliest libraries in Harris County, started in private homes by 
the Katy Garden Club.

1929 Houston Lighting and Power Company provides electricity to the city.

1934 Discovery well of the Katy gas field causes area population to double quickly.

1943 Humble plant (later Exxon) begins operation and reaches peak production in 1945, 
making Katy the most important gas condensate field in the nation.

1945 City of Katy incorporated.



2040 Comprehensive Plan

 Katy, TX EXISTING CITY REPORT | Historical Timeline | 8

1969 City adopts first Comprehensive Plan developed by Robert W. Caldwell and 
Associates, Inc.

1980 Second Comprehensive Plan adopted.

1981
Katy adopts a City Charter, transitioning from a General Law to Home Rule city 
under Texas law, which gives the City broader local authority to manage its own 
affairs except in areas reserved for or prohibited by state government.

1999 Katy Mills Mall opens.

2001 Third Comprehensive Plan adopted, titled “2000 and Beyond.”

2003 Katy Heritage Park established as a joint project between City of Katy and the Katy 
Heritage Society.

2007 Katy Off-Leash Dog Park opens and offers 7 acres of land with a walking path, 
wading pool, and other amenities.

2021

Katy High School Tigers win ninth state football championship (with previous titles in 
1959, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2007, 2008, 2012 and 2015 – and with back-to-back runner-
up finishes in 2013 and 2014) – a particular local point of pride and unifying 
community aspect of Katy.



2040 Comprehensive Plan

 Katy, TX EXISTING CITY REPORT | Historical Timeline | 9

Early Katy

Historic Home on the Move Railroad Depot

[SOURCE: Photos in Timeline from Pinterest, City of Katy, FindGlobal and Chron.com] 
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PEOPLE

 

21,894 Residents in Census 2020 

After its incorporation in 1945, Katy’s first census was recorded in 1950 with a population of 849 
people. Katy’s population has continued to grow since then, with some periods of dramatic growth. 
Significant population increases involving more than 80% growth occurred every 10 years until 1980, 
when the growth pace slowed to 40% increases. Lesser growth of only 20% occurred between 2000 
and 2010. But the growth rate picked up again to 55% between 2010 and 2020, resulting in the recent 
2020 Census population of 21,894 people. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]
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Population Chart

41% Average Growth Rate by Decade Since 1990

When reviewing Katy’s population change over the 30 years since 1990 contrasted with the selected 
comparison communities and all of Texas, Katy’s average growth rate by decade remained on the 
higher end despite some decades of slower growth. Friendswood’s average growth rate by decade 
since 1990 approached 45%, and Katy’s was close behind at 40.9%. When compared to the statewide 
average growth rate by decade of 19.7%, Katy continues to grow at a much faster rate. In fact, Katy 
nearly doubled in population over the last two decades since Census 2000, just before the City’s last 
Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 2001, with total growth of 87% from 2000 to 2020. [SOURCE: U.S. 
Census Bureau]
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Average Growth Rate by Decade Since 1990

8th Largest City in Texas if Counting the 
Entire "Greater Katy Area" Population

Based on statistics the Katy Area Economic Development Council generates for a much larger area 
beyond the actual Katy city limits, the “Greater Katy Area” – with approximately 375,000 residents in 
2020 – would have ranked as the 8th largest city in Texas if the entire area was incorporated. This 
broader branding of what many people think of as Katy, within the context of west Houston, compares 
to the City of Cincinnati, Ohio, which had just over 309,000 residents in 2020, and the City of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, which had nearly 303,000 residents in 2020. [SOURCE: Katy Area EDC, Texas 
Demographic Center, U.S. Census Bureau; photos from Wikipedia.com]
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Comparable City Sizes to Greater Katy Texas City Populations 

Rank City
2020 

Population

1 Houston 2,304,580

2 San Antonio 1,434,625

3 Dallas 1,304,379

4 Austin 961,855

5 Fort Worth 918,915

6 El Paso 678,815

7 Arlington 394,266

8 Greater Katy ~375,000

9 Corpus Christi 317,863

 

Cincinnati, Ohio

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 10 Plano 285,494

Map 3, Katy ISD Boundary Relative to City of Katy, illustrates one reason why people living in and 
around Katy think of a much larger area than just the City’s current incorporated limits as shown on 
this and earlier maps in this report.



2040 Comprehensive Plan

 Katy, TX EXISTING CITY REPORT | People | 14

MAP 3: Katy ISD Boundary Relative to City of Katy
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Who Really Lives in Katy?
Many more people in the area identify 
with Katy than the estimated 21,894 
who actually lived within the city limits 
in 2020, especially those who have in 
mind the much larger “Katy” 
Independent School District. Adding to 
the confusion is people who have a 
Katy mailing address but are not in the 
city.

The City website features an “Am I a 
Resident of the City of Katy?” tool that 
allows the user to input his/her address 
to find the answer.

Greater awareness of this tool should 
help reduce the volume of service 
inquiries handled by City staff for areas 
not actually in the city.

At the time of this report, the online tool could be accessed at:

https://www.cityofkaty.com/government/city-departments/planning-department/gis-maps

39.5 Median Age

Katy residents had a median age of 39.5 years in 2020, which was highest among all the comparison 
communities, the Houston metropolitan area and the State of Texas. Next closest were Friendswood at 
38.9 years and Dickinson at 38.6 years. This aligned with Katy also having one of the lowest 
percentages of residents under 18 years of age in 2020, at 25.2%. Only Tomball had a lower share of 
residents under age 18 at 23%. Katy residents age 65 and older accounted for 13.1% of the population 
in 2020. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]
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Median Age

62.1 Age Dependency Ratio

As of 2020, the age dependency ratio in Katy was 62.1. This ratio is calculated by adding the numbers 
of residents under age 18 and over age 65, then divide that sum by the number of people between 
ages 18 to 64. These youngest and oldest age groups represent the largely non-working segments of 
the population that must be supported primarily by the working-age population in between. A 
relatively low age dependency ratio, typically in the 50-60 range, means that an area has a sufficient 
working-age population to support the dependent population (university communities with a 
substantial student population have some of the lowest age dependency ratios while retirement 
communities are usually highest). While Katy’s age dependency ratio in 2020 was slightly above that of 
the entire Houston metropolitan area (60.5), it was right in line with the statewide ratio of 62.1. 
[SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau].
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HOUSING

 

7,563 Housing Units in 2020

Katy had an estimated 7,563 housing units in 2020, up from 4,534 in 2010. Katy also had 3.1 persons 
per household in 2020, which was the highest among all the comparison communities and the State of 
Texas and the only one to exceed three (Friendswood was next highest at 2.93 persons per household, 
and Tomball had the lowest at 2.49). [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau] 

35% of Housing Built Since 2000

In Katy as of 2020, an estimated one-third (33.5%) of all existing occupied housing units had been built 
since 2000, with 19.3% added since 2010. Nearly another third (32.4%) was from the 1980s and 1990s, 
then 26% from 1960 to 1979. Less than 600 dwellings, or under 10%, were from before 1960. [SOURCE: 
U.S. Census Bureau]

The 30-year threshold – currently 1992 to 2022 – is significant as it represents a time when many 
homes and multi-family structures begin to need more substantial reinvestment or repairs.
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Age of Housing Stock

79% of Housing Occupied by Owner

Nearly 80% of housing units in Katy were estimated to be owner-occupied as of 2020, nearly the 
highest among the comparison communities after Dickinson at 79.6% and relative to 62.3% statewide. 
The percentage of area housing units that were renter-occupied (20.9%) was higher than the share of 
the housing stock that was composed of multi-family units (8.7%), indicating that a fair amount of 
single-family detached homes were also being rented. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]
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Owner-Occupied Housing Units

86.9% Single-Family Detached Units

As of 2020, the existing stock of occupied housing in Katy – 7,199 total units – was estimated to be 
largely comprised of single-family detached dwellings, at approximately 87%. The balance of the 
occupied housing was in multi-family types (8.7%, with 4.5% involving apartment buildings with 10+ 
units) and 4.4% in mobile homes and other types. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau.]   
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Housing Types

45.2% Percent of Renters Paying more than 
30% of Income in Housing Costs

In 2020, nearly half of Katy renters were paying more than 30% of their income toward their housing 
costs – a common indicator of housing unaffordability – with 36.2% spending 35%+. Among 
homeowners, the 30%-of-income threshold was exceeded by 20.4% of those with a mortgage and 6.9% 
of those no longer paying off a mortgage.

The accompanying table, based on additional rules of thumb for housing affordability, shows that a 
Katy resident making the 2020 median household income ($87,179) could afford a home worth up to 
$261,537. As the 2020 median home value in Katy was estimated at $208,700 – or $52,837 below the 
maximum affordable price – the median-income household should have had attainable home buying 
options within the city. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]

Median Household 
Income (2020)

Maximum Home Price 
Affordable to Median 

Household Income

Median Home 
Value (2020)

Minimum Household 
Income to Afford 

Median Priced Home

$87,179 $261,537 $208,700 $69,567

[Note that this Existing City Report does not focus on median home value as much as usual given 
recent and ongoing dramatic increases in home values in Texas and other states at the time of this 
report.]
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JOBS, EMPLOYERS 
AND TAX BASE

186,000 Civilian Employed Population (Age 16+)
in the "Greater Katy Area"

Based on this current estimate, the Katy Area EDC projects employment growth to more than 227,000 
persons by 2024. The EDC highlights the area as having:

 Ongoing employment growth especially in healthcare, technology and energy.
 11,000 companies and 200 corporations.
 The headquarters for many companies including BP North America, GEICO, Schlumberger 

Technology Center, and Shell Exploration and Production.
 Several corporate training centers, including for BP North America Center, National Association of 

Corrosion Engineers (NACE) and Petroskills.
 Growth across various business sectors, and multiple developments that are built or under 

construction for office, light industrial and retail activities.
 $21 billion in sales.

The accompanying table highlights the diversity of major employers in the broader Katy area that 
employ more than 500 workers. [SOURCE: Katy Area EDC]

Employer Number Employed

Katy Independent School District 12,000

Shell Exploration and Production 5,500

Wood PLC & Subsidiaries 4,500

BP North America 3,750

Amazon 3,300

Katy Mills - Simon Group 3,200

Academy Sports + Outdoors 2,800
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Employer Number Employed

Houston Methodist West 2,000

LaCenterra - Cinco Ranch 1,700

H-E-B 1,600

Walmart / Sam’s 1,450

GEICO 1,200

Kroger 1,170

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 1,100

Igloo 1,100

Texas Children's Hospital West 800

Worley Parsons Group 750

Schlumberger – Katy Technology 600

[SOURCE: Katy Area EDC] 

67.9% Labor Force Participation

As illustrated in the accompanying graphic, an estimated 67.9% of Katy’s 2020 population age 16+ 
(15,818 individuals) was participating in the civilian labor force at the time, either already employed or 
seeking work. Of these 10,735 individuals, 93.2% were employed (10,008). The statewide labor force 
participation rate was a bit lower at 64.4% in 2020.
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Labor Force Participation
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Occupations of Civilian Employed Population

The chart above shows the broad occupation categories of the just over 10,000 individuals who were 
employed in Katy in 2020 (recognizing that many 2020 numbers were affected by the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic if ever comparing them to earlier statistics). From Katy’s 10,008 total, an 
estimated 12.5% were working in some level of government, including public education. Also from this 
employed total, an estimated 77% were full-time, year-round workers, totaling 7,710 persons. Of 
these, the distribution of workers by industry in Katy in 2020 was estimated to be as shown in the 
accompanying chart, which highlights the significance of “Eds and Meds” – the education and medical 
sectors – to the local economy. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]
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Industries of Civilian Employed Population (Full-Time)

$87,179 Median Household Income

Katy’s estimated median household income in 2020 remained one of the highest among the 
comparison communities, surpassed only by Friendswood and ahead of Lake Jackson. Katy’s estimated 
per capita income in 2020 was $35,556. In addition to a relatively high household income, Katy had a 
low share of residents whose 2020 income was below the federally-defined poverty level (3.4%). The 
estimated statewide poverty rate in 2020 was 13.4% of all Texans. [SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]
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Median Household Income

36.8% Earned Bachelor's Degree or Higher (Age 25+)

As of 2020, just over one-third of Katy residents age 25+ had earned a bachelor’s degree or higher. 
Among the comparison communities, only Friendswood at 48.1% exceeded Katy’s educational 
attainment level. Katy’s attainment was also higher than the statewide percentage of 30.7%. [SOURCE: 
U.S. Census Bureau]
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Bachelor's Degree or Higher (Age 25+)

42.9% of City of Katy General Fund Revenue from 
Property Taxes in Current Fiscal Year

According to the City of Katy Adopted Operating Budget for the current fiscal year (October 2021 
through September 2022), the City anticipates revenue of $14.8 million from property taxes. The 
General Sales Tax line item projects $10.7 million in revenue from this year, accounting for another 
31% of the current year General Fund. When factoring in other tax revenues in the same category as 
the General Sales Tax (e.g., mixed beverage tax, bingo tax, utility franchise revenues, and $2 million of 
sales tax from Katy Mills Mall), this portion of City revenue (42.3%) is nearly equal to the 42.9% from 
property taxes.
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LAND USE AND
DEVELOPMENT

In recent years, as called out in green on the 
2022 map view below relative to a 2006 aerial 
image, the most significant development in the 
Katy area has occurred: (1) west of Avenue D 
with the Cane Island master-planned 
community and transition of the former Green 
Meadows golf course property and vicinity; 
(2) between US 90 and the I-10 corridor west of 
FM 1463, involving commercial and light 
industrial activity; (3) around the FM 1463 and 
Kingsland Boulevard corridors south of I‑10, 
with ongoing home construction; and (4) in the 
Katy Mills Mall vicinity, including the Katy 
Boardwalk District and Typhoon Texas 
Waterpark.   

 

 

Katy Area in 2006 
(click for enlarged view in online plan)
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Locations of Significant Development in Recent Years (Outlined in Green)

Other notable additions within the city limits include: (5) the Lilac Bend subdivision between Town Park 
and Mary Jo Peckham Park; (6) the new Haskett Junior High along Clay Road at the north city limits; 
and (7) Katy ISD’s Legacy Stadium complex at Franz and Katy-Fort Bend roads adjacent to Rhodes 
Stadium.
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1,000,000 Square Feet in Amazon Distribution Center

This huge structure at the western edge of the Katy city limits, just northeast of the Woods Road 
interchange along Interstate 10 (at 31555 US 90), is one of Amazon’s largest Houston-area fulfillment 
centers. According to the Houston Business Journal, this 2018 development on 84 acres was a build-to-
suit project for Seattle-based Amazon. The distribution facility is among other new industrial and 
warehouse developments along the I‑10 corridor that have boosted the area economy in recent years. 
[SOURCE: City of Katy, Houston Business Journal]

11 Municipal Utility Districts (MUDs) in the Katy Area 

The accompanying map view highlights the 11 MUDs currently in and around Katy, as are found in 
many other suburban locations across the Houston metropolitan area and elsewhere in Texas.

As provided for by Texas statutes since 1971 (primarily Texas Water Code Chapter 54), MUDs often 
enable land development to occur much sooner than the timeframe in which a municipality would 
have the capacity – and sometimes the willingness – to provide or extend its utility infrastructure to 
the location. Per Water Code Section 54.201, MUDs are authorized to provide or otherwise arrange for 
such typical services as water, wastewater, storm water management, and parks and recreation 
facilities.

With the caveat that many more details of MUD formation, governance and their long-term status are 
covered by state law and rules, Section 54.016 provides that “No land within the corporate limits of a 
city or within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of a city, shall be included in a [municipal utility] district 
unless the city grants its written consent …” Whether approved by the City of Katy over time or just 
outside its jurisdiction, MUDs in the vicinity have contributed to the tremendous growth and quality 
development of the Greater Katy Area as highlighted earlier in this report.
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Municipal Utility Districts
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TRANSPORTATION

 

23,000+ Vehicles per Day as Highest Area Traffic Count

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) collects data on the Annual Average Daily Traffic 
(AADT) of select roadways. The most recent data is from 2020, a year that has some anomalies due to 
changes in driving habits during the COVID pandemic. The accompanying map shows 2020 AADT in 
black and a more extensive collection of AADT in red from 2016. While the numbers may not be 
reflective of the most current local conditions, they do provide a sense of the area roadways that carry 
the highest traffic volumes. Besides I-10 and the I-10 feeder roads, the roadways in the city limits 
experiencing the highest AADT included:

 Katy-Fort Bend Road, just north of I-10, with a 2016 AADT of 23,753. Just south of Franz Road, the 
2016 AADT was 17,439.

 FM 1463, south of Kingsland Boulevard, with a 2020 AADT of 17,893 (and a 2019 AADT of 23,500). 
Just north of I-10, the 2016 AADT was 15,029.

 Pin Oak Road, just north of I-10, with a 2016 AADT of 15,075.
 Kingsland Boulevard, just east of Katy-Fort Bend Road, with a 2020 AADT of 13,247.



2040 Comprehensive Plan

 Katy, TX EXISTING CITY REPORT | Transportation | 33

Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT)

1,058 Vehicle Crashes within the City Limits in 2021

Among this latest annual count were two fatal crashes. Through its Crash Records Information System, 
the Texas Department of Transportation provides information on vehicle crashes statewide. The 
accompanying “heat map” illustrates Katy area crash locations in 2021. The darkest red areas on the 
map indicate areas with the most crashes.

Much of the segment of I-10 through Katy experiences a relatively high level of crashes, reflecting the 
daily traffic volumes and speeds on the freeway. Other high-crash roadways in and around Katy 
include:
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 Katy-Fort Bend Road.
 U.S. 90.
 Pin Oak Road south of I-10.
 The intersection of Katy Hockley Cutoff Road and Clay Road.
 The intersection of Katyland Drive and 5th Street.
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Vehicle Crash Heat Map
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95% of Workers in Katy Live Elsewhere

The accompanying graphic shows the extent of daily commuting in and out of the Katy city limits, with 
only 1,419 individuals both living and working in Katy – just 5% of the 28,219 total local jobs in this 
2019 dataset. Future data releases should indicate shifting trends in work location and journey-to-work 
during the COVID pandemic. Of the estimated 28,219 local jobs in Katy in 2019, and after setting aside 
the 5% of these jobs filled by local Katy residents (1,419 individuals), the largest share of inbound 
workers (16.6%) were from Houston, followed by the Cinco Ranch area at 2.2% (with small shares from 
numerous other regional locations). Employment locations in Houston were by far the most common 
destination of Katy residents commuting elsewhere for work, drawing nearly half (48.4%) of the 8,773 
outbound workers (after deducting the 1,419 individuals, 16.2% of this total, who have local jobs and 
do not commute elsewhere). Sugar Land was the next highest destination, with just 2.1% of the total. 
[SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau]

Katy Commuting Patterns in 2019

Along with other draws that bring daily and weekend visitors to Katy (shopping and services, 
healthcare, education, parks and recreation, special events and tourism, etc.), these inbound commute 
figures indicate the extent of additional wear and tear on area roadways – plus other public service 
demands – the City must address given a much higher daytime population versus Katy’s actual resident 
population. 
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29.5 Minutes Mean Travel Time to Work
for Katy Residents

Katy residents, on average, spend approximately one-half hour commuting to work, recognizing the 
wide variation in local and regional work destinations as covered above. Katy’s commute duration was 
among the top three of the comparison communities and higher than the statewide mean. However, 
proximity to I-10, the Grand Parkway and other key area roadways puts Katy commuters in close 
proximity to freeways designed to carry the highest volumes of regional traffic. [SOURCE: U.S. Census 
Bureau]

Mean Travel Time to Work

0 Public Transit Stops in Katy

While no METRO bus routes or stops are currently within the City of Katy, park-and-ride service to 
downtown Houston is provided from METRO’s Grand Parkway Park and Ride facility, located nearby at 
the northeast corner of the I-10 / Grand Parkway interchange. The Kingsland Park and Ride facility, 
located on Kingsland Boulevard east of Mason Road, also provides service to both downtown Houston 
plus the Texas Medical Center.

Future Park and Ride locations may be even more convenient for Katy residents, with the METRO Next 
Plan, METRO’s long-range strategic plan, indicating a future Park and Ride location at Katy Mills. The 
final location of any future Park and Ride are subject to change, but METRO’s plan recognizes the 
potential viability of this key location in Katy.
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On-demand transit service – where eligible riders can schedule a bus pick-up, with certain restrictions, 
in the absence of periodic fixed-route bus service – is available for residents within the Harris County 
portion of Katy, provided by Harris County Rides. Fort Bend Transit provides similar service for 
residents who live in the Fort Bend County portion of Katy. Of note, each of these on-demand services 
only provides service within their respective counties. This means, for example, that a resident living in 
the Fort Bend portion of Katy would not be able to use Fort Bend Transit to travel to a medical 
appointment located in the Harris County portion of Katy or anywhere else outside of Fort Bend 
County. [SOURCES: METRO, Harris County Rides, Fort Bend Transit]

9 Transportation Projects Over Next 3 Years 
Aimed at Traffic Congestion Relief

These projects, designed for completion between 2022 and 2024, are funded through a $33 million 
mobility package resulting from a partnership between the Katy Development Authority and METRO. 
METRO’s General Mobility Program provides funds for transportation projects in cities within METRO’s 
service area as part of sales tax revenue rebates. The Katy Development Authority administers the 
funds received from METRO. The current round of Katy area projects include:

 Widening Katy Hockley Road, Morton Road, Pederson Road, First Street, Pitts Road and Cane 
Island Parkway.

 Realigning the intersection of Pitts and Morton Road.
 Extending Prairie Parkway from Boardwalk Drive to Kingsland Boulevard.
 Phase 3 of the Boardwalk Drive project, extending Katy-Fort Bend Road and creating a new 

entrance.

$553.5 
Million in Planned TxDOT Investments on US 90 and I-10

TxDOT’s U.S. 90 Improvement Project accounts for $53.5 million of this total. The plan is to widen U.S. 
90 from I-10 to FM 1463. Currently one lane in each direction, U.S. 90 would gain an additional travel 
lane in each direction, as well as shared-use paths on both the north and south sides of the roadway. 
While no construction start date has been set, the project is categorized by TxDOT as beginning within 
5 to 10 years.

Another significant TxDOT project will be the expansion of I-10 through Katy. The $500 million project 
is slated to begin within four years and will add four managed lanes to the freeway.
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UTILITIES AND
PUBLIC FACILITIES

Perhaps the most significant infrastructure issue in Katy, as in other area communities on the relatively 
flat coastal plain of southeast Texas, is storm water management to mitigate flooding risk – especially 
in the wake of the Hurricane Harvey experience in 2017 and evolving climate and weather conditions. 
The accompanying map view shows currently delineated flood hazard areas in and around Katy. A 
number of area parks, maintained by either the City of Katy or Harris County, are in areas at risk of 
periodic flooding as parks and open space are often a suitable use for such land. The City’s pending 
Leyendecker Landing project, along the north side of Morton Road and east of Pitts Road, will be 
another such park design opportunity upstream of the central city area.
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Flood Hazard Areas
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33 Active Capital Improvement Projects in Spring 2022

Among the set of interactive maps on the City website is a Capital Improvement Project map*, which is 
updated monthly with the latest project locations and status. At the time of this report, the map 
highlighted 33 projects as illustrated on the map clip below. Citywide, the active capital projects 
included 14 involving drainage, 10 for roads, five for sanitary sewer, three for water and one walkway 
project. Clicking on an icon brings up a brief project description and latest update (with photos in some 
cases), the funding source, the current phase (e.g., design, construction) and percentage of phase 
completion, and a project contact.

The current range of projects captures the “nuts and bolts” of municipal infrastructure, from enhanced 
water production and storage to rehabilitation of older sanitary sewer pipes, replacement of 
deteriorated water lines, upgraded drainage channels, and road reconstruction, widening and 
extensions. A specific current example is the Boardwalk Trails Phase 2 project, for which design is 
complete and construction is pending for sidewalks and amenities in the Katy Boardwalk District, 
funded through the Katy Development Authority.

* https://www.cityofkaty.com/government/city-departments/planning-department/gis-maps
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Capital Improvement Projects (Spring 2022)



2040 Comprehensive Plan

 Katy, TX EXISTING CITY REPORT | Utilities and Public Facilities | 43

9,000 Square Feet of Multi-Purpose Space 
in New Downtown Civic Center

Following its completion in 2019 as part of the 
Katy Downtown Plaza project, the new Civic 
Center provides centrally-located space to 
accommodate 100+ attendees for a variety of 
events and public assemblies. The Civic Center 
resulted from renovation and re-use of the 
former City Hall building, with a landmark new 
City Hall now across the street from and west 
of the Civic Center between Avenues C and D. 
[SOURCE: City of Katy; photos from Community 
Impact Newspaper and Chron.com] A Points of 
Interest map available on the City website 
illustrates the locations of various other public 
facilities, schools, parks and other attractions in 
Katy. Among these is the Fussell Senior Citizen 
Center on 5th Street, which was built in 2012 
and is a member of the National Institute of 
Senior Centers (NISC).

 

 

 

369,744 Annual Circulation of Katy Library Materials

Katy is among the area cities hosting a branch of the Harris County Public Library system, located along 
the north side of Franz Road adjacent to the City’s Off-Leash Dog Park, the new “3B” park facility to the 
east and the Katy Municipal Court building to the west.

Katy Civic Center

Katy City Hall
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The Library opened in 2003 and has 15,000 square feet to accommodate just over 78,000 items in its 
collection along with a 50-person meeting room, two study rooms and 78 public access computers and 
computer classrooms. Classes offered at the Library include literary service for adults, Spanish/bilingual 
computer classes, citizenship and ESL classes, as well as proctoring for distance learning exams. The 
Library most recently reported 1,199 yearly programs presented, with attendance of 13,624. [SOURCE: 
Harris County Public Library]

4 Public Safety Facilities

Katy residents are served by one police station and three fire stations. The Police Department is 
located at 5456 Franz Road, adjacent to the Katy Municipal Court and Katy Library to the east and 
Harris County’s Mary Jo Peckham Park and Katy City Park to the west. Along with typical police 
functions, the Department also houses the City’s Animal Control Division.

The Katy Fire Department provides fire and emergency medical services within the city limits and to 
some surrounding areas. The Department was once a volunteer-based operation but functions now 
with paid personnel. The fire stations include Class A pumpers, ambulances, high-water rescue and 
booster trucks, a swift water board and aerial ladder trucks. The three fire station locations serving 
Katy are:

 Station 1 at 1417 Avenue D, just north of Katy Heritage Park.
 Station 2 at 25420 Bell Patna Drive near Katy Mills Malls.
 Station 3 at 2944 FM 1463 in the Firethorne area south of I-10.

In its current Fiscal Year 2022 budget, the City allocates the largest share of its General Fund 
expenditures, 57%, to Public Safety for police, fire and animal control services.

[SOURCE: City of Katy]
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AMENITIES AND
RECOGNITIONS

The City of Katy commissioned a Parks, Trails and Recreation Master Plan concurrent to updating its 
Comprehensive Plan. The Master Plan will include information about the City’s current park sites and 
recreational offerings, as well as Harris County and other non-City amenities in the area, similar to the 
summary overview of other community facilities and characteristics provided in this Existing City 
Report. 
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2 National Register Historic Sites

Two locations in Katy are listed in the National Register of Historic Places:

 Dr. James M. and Dove Stewart House, at 5702 4th Street (northwest corner of 4th and Avenue 
B), dating from the early 1900s and added to the National Register in 1996 for its Victorian and 
Queen Anne architectural design features.  

 B. Ray and Charlotte Woods House, at 610 
Woods Lane (just west of Woodsland 
Park), dating from 1951 and added to the 
National Register in 2004 for its ranch-style 
architectural design.

Katy also has a Historic Texas Cemetery as 
designated by the Texas Historical Commission. 
Katy Community Cemetery (Antioch Community 
Cemetery) is at the southeast corner of FM 
1463 and Stockdick Road, just north of I-10.

The City’s Katy Heritage Park is another 
significant focal point for local historic 
preservation efforts and awareness, located 
along the west side of Avenue D at George Bush 
Drive. Along with a collection of historic 
structures on site, the Johnny Nelson Katy 
Heritage Museum is located within the park. 
Residents and visitors can also navigate to 
various other historical markers in the Katy 
area.

[SOURCE: City of Katy, Texas Historical 
Commission]

$180,000 in Beautification Investment along US 90

The place name “Katy” is iconic across the Houston region and beyond. Some specific accolades the 
City and community have received in recent years include:

Katy Community Cemetery Historical Marker
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 Katy is among 10 Texas communities recognized with a 2022 Governor’s Community 
Achievement Award. Keep Texas Beautiful partners with TxDOT on this awards program, which 
honors communities for their outstanding overall beautification efforts. Through an allocation 
based on population size, Katy will receive $180,000 from a $2 million pool, which is dedicated to 
landscaping and related projects along local rights-of-way. Katy will focus its improvements along 
U.S. 90, including a new monument sign, bronze geese sculptures and plantings of crepe myrtles, 
live oaks, native grasses and wildflowers, all known for their low water usage, drought resistance, 
heat tolerance and multiple flowering seasons.

 Katy ISD was again recognized in 2022 as the #1 Best School District in the Houston Area by 
Niche.com.

 Katy was listed #4 among the Top 10 Affordable Towns with Best High Schools by Realtor.com in 
2018.

 The Fussell Senior Citizen Center won Houston’s Best Senior Center in 2017 and 2018 through the 
Annual Reader’s Choice Award of the Seniors Resource Guide.

 Katy was ranked the #1 Smartest City in Texas by Zippia.com in 2015, ahead of Tomball, Sugar 
Land, Boerne, Humble, Fredericksburg and Kerrville.

$1.4 
Million in Hotel Occupancy Tax Revenue

In its current Fiscal Year 2022 budget, the City anticipates $1.4 million in revenue from hotel occupancy 
taxes, which can be invested in further tourism promotion and local amenity upgrades for both 
residents and visitors to Katy. As highlighted in the introduction to the Parks, Recreation and Trails 
Master Plan, the Katy community and surrounding area offer a variety of leisure amenities and 
attractions, not to mention the endless diversions available across the nation’s fourth largest 
metropolitan area. Katy area amenities include:

 The Johnny Nelson Katy Heritage Museum.
 Katy VFW Museum.
 MKT Railroad Museum.
 Play Street Museum - Katy.
 ART MUSEUM TX Cinco Ranch.
 Katy Makerspace.
 Great Southwest Equestrian Center.
 Alkek Velodrome.
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 The Club at Falcon Point and numerous other area golf courses, along with a nearby Top Golf 
location.

 Katy ISD sports, Future Farmers of America, and cultural and performing arts programming that is 
open to the community, including events at the Leonard E. Merrell Center (7,200-seat multi-
purpose arena).

Festivals, celebrations and cherished annual events have also maintained a sense of community in Katy 
even as it has grown. The following list was compiled from various local sources:

 Baskets and Bunnies.
 Christmas Tree Lighting.
 Community Campouts in spring and fall.
 Folk Life Festival at Katy ISD’s Kenneth D. Welch Outdoor Learning Center.
 Friday Night Heights.
 Howl-o-Ween.
 Katy Freedom Celebration (Independence Day family event).
 Katy Half Marathon.
 Katy ISD Future Farmers of America (FFA) Livestock Show and Rodeo
 Katy Market Day (downtown on the third Saturday of the month, March through November).
 Katy Old-Fashioned Christmas Festival (downtown on first Saturday in December).
 Katy Rice Festival and Parade (downtown on second weekend of October).
 Katy Summer Camps.
 Katy Summer Nights (movie at VFW Park).
 Keep Katy Beautiful activities (Community Garage Sale, America Recycles Day, Don’t Mess with 

Texas Trash Off, Earth Day).
 Taste of Katy Food Fest.
 Wild West Brewfest at Katy Mills Mall.

The most up-to-date information about local attractions and special events is always available online 
via the key websites below (as of the time of this report), and in local media and on social media, 
among other sources.

 City of Katy: https://www.cityofkaty.com/visitors
 City of Katy Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/cityofkaty
 Katy Convention and Tourism Bureau: https://www.travelkaty.com/
 Katy Area Chamber of Commerce: https://www.katychamber.com/
 Katy ISD: https://www.katyisd.org/page/1
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 Katy Rice Festival: https://www.katyricefestival.com/


